
 

 

Dear People, 

 

On July 11
th

 I talked about immigration reform in my homily. I cited the ELCA Social Policy Statement adopted 

overwhelmingly at the Churchwide Assembly last year. The title tells the story: “Toward Compassionate, 

Wise and Just Immigration Reform.” 

 

Well, not to be outdone, ELCA Presiding Bishop, The Rev. Mark Hanson, issued a letter two days later saying; 

The time has come for immigration reform in the United States. Yes, the issues are complex and not easily  
resolved. It is understandable that people are wary of engaging this politically and emotionally charged issue.  
 

He continues, The biblical witness is clear. The distinctions that so often divide humankind are overcome in 
Christ. By grace through faith on account of Christ we are joined together in a radically inclusive community. 
"For in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. As many of you as were baptized into Christ have 
clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no 
longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus" (Galatians 3:26-28). 
 

He cites current ELCA experience, The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is being renewed by the faith 
and witness of new and recent immigrants. This year 23 of 41 new ELCA ministry starts will be in immigrant 
communities, and more than 100 African national ministries have begun in the past three years. 
 

And finally, The concluding words of the Message on Immigration (1998) remind us "that all of us in the 
Church of Jesus Christ are sojourners, 'For here we have no lasting city, but we are looking for the city that is 
to come' (Hebrews 13:14). As we journey together through the time God has given us, may God give us the 
grace of a welcoming heart and an overflowing love for the new neighbors among us." 
 

With Bishop Hanson I continue to encourage you to support 

compassionate, wise and just immigration reform in our                           

country.  

 

For the sake of peace in our world, 

Pr. Bill Coffman 

 

(The complete text of Bishop Hanson’s letter is available at elca.org/
Who-We-Are/Our-Three-Expressions/Churchwide-Organization/
Office-of-the-Presiding-Bishop/Messages-and-Statements.aspx) 

Pastor’s Pen 



 

 

2 Council Summary for July 2010 Meeting 

 

Bethel will join Portsmouth Trinity Lutheran, Peace 
Lutheran, and a new congregation sharing space with 
Peace on Sunday Aug 1 for a 10:30 AM worship ser-
vice in Columbia Park. Please bring a dish or two to 
share at a potluck picnic after the service. Bethel is 
supplying grilled meats (Paul Gover is Grill Sergeant) 
and paper plates, etc. 

Council voted to support Tammy Gover’s proposal 
to initiate a formal Godly Play education program 
for younger Bethel children in September 2010, for 
an initial cost of about $1,544 for the first school 
year. These funds would come from the Childcare 
line item in Designated General Budget and would 
be a one-time outlay for permanent supplies and 
shelves. Council also appointed an ad hoc committee 
to address space issues and transitions related to a 
renewed commitment to Christian education: Pr Bill 
Coffman, Ronda Bard, Margie Fletcher, Tammy 
Gover, & Robin Moody. 

Myrna Dunnigan reported on three bids received for 
painting the parsonage. Council voted to accept the 
most detailed bid, which was also the middle bid, 
submitted by John & Phil Knight. NOTE: in light of 
new certifications required for removal of lead based 
paint, the Knights have withdrawn that bid. The 
search continues for paint removal under the new 
restrictions. 

Council also made a commitment to the Big Bethel 
Cleanup, to be headed by Myrna Dunnigan and 

Holly Redfern; Council approved an initial budget of 
$300 and regular monthly cleanups, with plans run 
by Executive Committee and publicized widely. This 
is our chance to get ready for the Centennial Year & 
Event (TBA)—let’s go for it! 

Council also affirmed our continuing partnership 
with Sr Pat McCrann and Namaste—see the July 
Beacon for details of contemplative listening course 
beginning in October. Council will oversee installa-
tion of shelving in storage room used currently by 
Namaste; with new shelving, Namaste can store sea-
sonal decorations in half the space and Bethel can 
use the other half as needed. If you see a great deal 
on sturdy shelving or want to help with this oppor-
tunity, please check with Ronda or Executive Team. 

Council approved the acceptance of PJ & Dorian 
Bentley into Bethel membership—whoo hoo! Look 
for a formal recognition of new members in Septem-
ber. 

Council regretfully accepts the resignation of John 
Knight from our one-person landscaping team, be-
ginning September 2010. Thank you, John, for years 
of edging, mowing, hauling, and trimming. We are 
open to others jumping in to help! 

Finally, not too early to think about Christmas! 
Linda Worthington will head up this year’s effort to 
produce a children’s Christmas play in collaboration 
with Portsmouth Trinity Lutheran. 

• MACG Wins 100 Home Energy Efficiency Organizing Contract! 
 
MACG is pleased to announce that we have been selected to organize the Cully Neighborhood in NE Portland for the 
Clean Energy Works Portland home energy efficiency program!   
MACG and Cully Neighborhood Leaders have named the project “Changing the Climate in Cully” to recognize that 
making energy efficiency improvements to a large number of homes (100) within one neighborhood: 
Saves the planet by reducing climate change: 

Creates living wage, local jobs                                   Brings neighbors together 
Increases the comfort and value of homes                 Saves people money on energy bills 

 
This is a big opportunity for MACG!  The Sustainable Jobs Action Team has been advocating for a neighborhood based 
project like this for the last two years and now we have the funding to make it happen!  This is a chance for MACG to prove 
that community relationships make a difference in influencing homeowners to make choices that benefit themselves, the 
community and the planet.  We’re in the spotlight, nationwide, as others watch to see if a neighborhood-based approach is 
a successful model to replicate in other cities.    City and county leaders are watching too. 
 
There’s a lot of work to be done, and a lot of fun to be had to make this project a success – not just for Cully residents, but 
for MACG members also.  Get more information at http://macg.org 



 

 

The Anderson Family                            
Ray Bard                                                 
Steve Beall  
Virginia Bone 
Julie Carter   
Pam Coffman 
Cathy Davis  
Eddie 
Maureen  Gianetti                               
Tim Gover                                
Ruth Gwin                                          
Matthew Hahn                                
The Helzer Family                                       
Liam Keys                                            
Laura Liggett.                                           
Isabelle Lund                                                   
Irv Lund                                                 
Barbara Milburn                           

Betty Jane Miller                   
Doris Neal                                                     
Cheryl Prochaska                                  
Skye                                                
Laura Spurrell and Family                                           
Mike Stout                                                    
Steve Sugar                          
Sylvia Van Slyke and Family                                                                    
Vi Weinkaulf and Family                        

The 41st Infantry Brigade      
of the US National Guard 
 
 
 
 

Prayer 

Concerns 

Bethel Community Breakfast                                                                
9:00  Sunday Morning                        

The breakfast program is in need of a host of                            
donated items.  The complete list is on the wall of 
the  Fellowship hall, next to the kitchen.  The list 
includes:                                                                                                    
Coffee (ground or whole bean), eggs, bacon, sausage, peanut           
butter, non-stick spray, potatoes, Half & Half,  chafing dish fuel (safe 
heat)                                                                                               
Come join the companionship and great tasting nourishment this 
breakfast provides .   

The breakfast is a free-will offering. 

2010 BLC Council  

Ronda Bard                                
Jared Burdick                           

Ryan Burghard         
Myrna Dunnigan        

Marlo Edman                                                                                                                     
Margie Fletcher                                            

Carol Knight                            
Mari Knight                              

Barbara Lynch                         
Ryan Olson                                          

Jim Van Dyke                                                                                                                    
Linda Worthington  

You may reach any of the 
council by calling the                  

office at 503.285.4919 
and leaving a message.       
It will be passed along 

ASAP.   All the members 
are also listed in the                     

Bethel Directory.                                                       
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Jo Ann Keys 

Kim Bucholz 

Doris Neal 

Carolyn Beck 

Paul Gover 

Joyce Hansen 

Julie Irmer 

Margie Fletcher 

Amanda Mayther 
Sandberg 

Thank you…….. 

Thank you to John Knight for keeping the grounds great... 

Marlo Edman for pressure washing the parking lot... 

Sam Armstrong for donating and installing the new bike rack... 

Ronda Bard for the lovely planters and plantings at the Jessup entrance. 

It takes a village of  support, time and attention   to  make Bethel a strong   community,  so kudos to all, 

sung and unsung,  who make Bethel a great place! 



 

 

Bethel Concerts 

Thank you for the strong showing and support at my concert Hot Classical Music!  Thanks especially to 
Tana Bishop for organizing the pre-function and Ronda Bard for the wonderful reception and cake                       
after!  I am in the midst of plotting future concerts now.  I’ve been talking to magnificent local Jazz                         
vocalist Lindsey Stormo about bringing an eclectic concert of original works, Arabic and Brazilian music 
to Bethel with some of her friends… sometime soon.  In the meantime, I’d love your feedback.  Any                            
artists / kinds of music you would love to see play at Bethel?  Any comments, queries, anecdotes, what 
have you, are very welcome.  Reach me at (832) 771 6889, or khwettstein@gmail.com. 

A note from your Music Director, Kris Wettstein….. 

A note from your Call Committee Gal on the Go , Tana Bishop….. 

HELP…                                                                                                                                                                      
The Call Committee is seeking those of you out there in Beacon-Land who would like to participate in 
“Focus Groups” to help us with our Ministry Profile. You may ask, “What is a Focus Group?” Well, a 
Focus Group is a group of people who are asked about their perceptions, opinions, beliefs and attitudes towards 
a product, service, concept, advertisement, idea, or packaging. Questions are asked in an interactive group setting 
where participants are free to talk with other group members. This is usually done, but not in this case, for 
money! We are organizing several groups, and if you would like to be on a Focus Group, please                 
contact us and let us know. 

Tana Bishop --  503-740-0148 --  tsml4400@comcast.net -- bethelcallcommittee@gmail.com                                                             
church office - 503-285-4919  --  bethellutheran@bethelpdx.org 
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A note from your Godly Play Children’s  Educator, Tammy Gover….. 

Exciting News!!! 

This September we will begin Sunday morning educational hour of the children.  “Godly Play” will be used to introduce 
the Scared Stories.  Sacraments, Liturgy, Church Calendar and Christian Living.  “Godly Play” is a unique way for               
children to learn in a way that gives them permission to ask wondering questions; questions that help children begin to 
hear what God is saying to them in the story, or to relate liturgy to their life now.  But before we can begin on Sunday, 
September 12, we need to get the materials ready.  The church council has approved funds to be used to purchase             
materials but to be good stewards of these funds, we are asking you to check and see if you may have some of the                        
following items around to donate: 

spray paint:  primer, gold, red, blue, purple, white         felt yardage: green, black, blue, tan, brown, yellow, purple                           
burlap yardage :  brown              velvet yardage:  purple                                                                                                                   
satin yardage:  white         gold cording                 2” heavy chain                                                                                                 
wood:  fiber board         tempered hard wood 1/8” x 2’ x 4’         

We will be getting together to put together the Sacred Stories, Parable Boxes, Advent and Faces of Easter Stories, and 
would love to have your gifts and creativity.  Contact Tammy Gover at goverclowncar@yahoo.com if you are interested 
in joining our “Godly Play” parties.   

Thank You! 

Tammy 
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Park and Picnic 

10:30 
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Breakfast 9 am-

Worship 10 am 

9 10 

 
Council Meet        

7pm - Fireside 

11 

 
Worship and  

Music    6:30 
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Breakfast 9 am-

Worship 10 am 

 

16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 

 
Breakfast 9 am-

Worship 10 am 

23 24 25 

 
Beacon Deadline 

26 27 28 

29 

 
Breakfast 9 am-

Worship 10 am 

30 31     

August       2010 

Habitat/Thrivent rummage 

sale...see back page for 

more info 



 

 

5658 N Denver Ave                     

Portland OR 97217                      

503-285-4919                            

www.bethelpdx.org 

Sunday…                                  

Breakfast at 9:00                        

Worship at 10:00 

Foreclosure Prevention Campaign:                                                                                                                         
In this economy, many Portlanders are struggling to make ends meet.  211 is a free community 
resource that connects Oregonians with social services right in our own backyard.  211  will 
help with referrals to food, shelter, housing, fo reclosure assistance, health care, and much 
more.  Contact Melissa Crocker at 503-416-2633 or www.211info.org.  There are flyers in the 
Narthex and on the bulletin board at the Jessup entrance.   

Notice:  Habitat for Humanity Thrivent Build rummage sale is almost here! Donate useable items on 
Thurs. Aug 12 from 4-7 or on Fri. Aug. 13 during the first day of the sate at Redeemer Lutheran 
Church in Gresham.  They also need volunteer’s to assist at the sale.  They need help on Aug 12 
during the drop-off times (4-7) and on the days of the sale, Aug. 13,14 from 9-4 and help cleaning 
up.   Volunteers can email Carolyn Graf, coordinator, at Carolyn.Graf@comcast.net.                      
Sale is August 13 and 14 from 9-4 at Redeemer Lutheran Church, Gresham.                                      
Great time to recycle your unwanted things and/or pick up new things!  


